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The end of the Middle East as we know it?
Munich Security Conference 2015

Opening Remarks by Kofi Annan (source: http://kofiannanfoundation.org/news-

media/speeches)

No region today better illustrates the central theme of this year's Munich Security
Conference - the collapsing international order — than the Middle East. So it is fitting

that it should be the focus of today’s discussions.

I would like to briefly examine the factors - international, regional and local - that led
to the current situation. | will conclude by sharing some thoughts on oW a more
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| must caution, however, that there are no quick fixes or easy solutions. And there

are limits to what outsiders can accomplish.

As we al know, the Middle East has been shaped as much by outside forces as

IRESEREIEYREMIES] 2nd | would like to briefly mention three that are often considered

of primordial importance.

First, we have to acknowledge that [SHENISIDIOBICHISISISMNNIDANIIOMIEGICCMEHES

The agreements have collectively been referred to by historian David Fromkin as “the
peace to end all peace”. They created artificial states, divorced from national, tribal

or religious identities.

However, the modern problems of the Middle East cannot all be ascribed to the

CEEESAENAVASIGRIGAIIENRE008 . | spoke against it at the time, and [N

The folly of that fateful decision was compounded by post-invasion decisions. The

wholesale disbandment of the security forces, among other measures poured
hundreds of thousands of trained and disgruntled soldiers and policemen onto the

streets.

Subsequently, the rush to create an instant democracy, as if elections sufficed in the
absence of democratic tradition or sound institutions, ushered in corrupt, repressive

and sectarian governance.
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“Reluctant guardians” is indeed an apt description.

Naturally, the members of the Security Council are not solely responsible for this
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It was a turning point, but most countries in the region refused to turn. With the
shining exception of Tunisia, the protest movements have been either crushed,

bought off or hijacked. Governments are trying to put the genie back in the bottle.
But | don’t believe that the factors driving the Arab Spring can be indefinitely stifled.

This brings me to the domestic factors that are fundamental to understanding the

region’s instability.

Ladies and gentlemen,
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These remarkable documents, written by Arab scholars and policy-makers, describe

|’J

Rather than tackling these problems, EiiSSINNNCHCOONIAVSNONUSCAUSSICISERE0

eSS EntSEIEanens. But we should not confuse repression with

stability.

IS rESSioRRameal  uhammed Bouazizi, a street vendor in Tunisia, to set
himself alight in protest at an unjust state that deprived him not only of his livelihood,

This does not excuse, much less exonerate, the barbarous acts committed by such
movements. But it does help to explain them and clarify what measures must be

taken to counter them.

The Middle East has one of the oldest and richest histories in the world, which has
left it with diverse populations. Today that diversity and pluralism are being

extinguished by radical Islamism.

Yet the Islamic world’s golden age, under the Abbasid Caliphate, was characterized

by openness to new ideas, scientific inquiry and debate.
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On the contrary, world history teaches us that closed societies decay. Open

societies are the ones that prosper.
So what is to be done in this fraught situation?

It is worth recalling the settlement, known as the Peace of Westphalia, that brought to
an end the 30-Years’ War, which devastated much of central Europe in the

seventeenth century.

In fact, the Peace of Westphalia was a series of agreements which determined not
only that Protestant and Catholic could co-exist, but also resolved a number of

dynastic and territorial disputes that had fuelled much of the warfare.

The moment is perhaps ripe for regional and international powers to finally realise the
common danger they face and come together to stabilise the region, which is driven

by sectarian, geopolitical and tribal fault-lines.

Assad is still in power, however, and [SIEKBaNSIONIOIINCNIANNESIUMECISYHANENG

, producing what the EC has termed “the largest

humanitarian crisis the world has known since the Second World War”.

Today, it is evident that we have failed to staunch the bloodshed and stop the
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As Special Joint Envoy of the United Nations and the Arab League [Jiliachuigedithe

Fortunately, there has been international cooperation on other fronts in the region,
such as P6+1 talks on Iran’s nuclear aspirations. We should applaud their

constructive and determined efforts to reach a solution and wish them all success. |8l

However, | must be clear: a military and diplomatic response to the progressive

breakdown of order in the Middle East will not be enough.

Ladies and gentlemen, as Antonio Gramsci remarked “crisis consists precisely in the

fact that the old is dying and the new cannot be born.”

| hope that the era of the autocratic security state is drawing to a close, but | fear the

new order that must emerge is still being stifled.

| am convinced that the choice for the Middle East is not between the status quo and

the Islamic State. | think it is FEEISEHNCUOIONIONEINEOINEIICIOMTOICRbETE]

In other words, for the Middle East to find genuine stability, not only will g

international and regional powers need to co-operate effectively, but the states
concerned will themselves have to [ifiEHaKEINBjONUOMESICNSIOMMSIONMAKENNEl

As | never get tired of saying, all healthy democratic societies rest on three pillars:
Peace and security, Inclusive development, the rule of law and respect for human

rights.
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If it does so, then | believe the majority of the people of the Middle East will not be

sorry to see the end of the Middle East as we have known it.
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